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God's Electing Purpose 


It seems plain, then, that God chooses on whom He will have mercy, 
and whom He will harden in their sin. Of course, I can almost hear 
your retort: “If this is so, and God’s Will is irresistible, why does God 
blame men for what they do?” But the question really is this: “Who are 
you, a man, to make any such reply to God?” When a craftsman makes 
anything he doesn’t expect it to turn around and say, “Why did you make 
me like this?” The potter, for instance, is always assumed to have com- 
plete control over the clay, making with one part of the lump a lovely 
vase, and with another a pipe for sewage. Can we not assume that God 
has the same control over human clay? May it not be that God, though 
He must sooner or later expose His wrath against sin and show His con- 
trolling Hand, has yet most patiently endured the presence in His world 
of things that cry out to be destroyed? Can we not see, in this, His pur- 
pose in demonstrating the boundless resources of His glory upon those 
whom He considers fit to receive His mercy, and whom He long ago 
planned to raise to glorious life? And by these chosen people I mean you 
and me, whom He has called out from both Jews and Gentiles. 

Romans 9:18-24 
Translated by J. B. Phillips 


LETTERS TO YOUNG CHURCHES 
(See Editorial, “Election,” p. 10) 
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This issue of the Journal is almost 
altogether given over to suggestive 
approaches to the vital doctrine of 
Election. The last time we did this 
was with the March 2 issue. This time 
we are following through with the 
letter “U” in TULIP as we continue 
the theme of “Basic Doctrines of the 
Reformed Faith.” 





One order for “Protestant Distinc- 
tives” came in an envelope wrinkled 
and smelling strongly of gasoline. The 
address was blurred and almost il- 
legible. The Post Office had stamped 
the envelope, “Damaged In Airplane 
Accident.” The postmark read, “Bos- 
ton, Mass., Oct. 4.” 





The Internal Revenue Service has 
sternly warned churches and religious 
agencies not to use any of their pa- 
rishioner’s contributions for political 
purposes or to influence political cam- 
paigns, or they will endanger their 
tax-exempt status. Ordinarily, of 
course, religious agencies (including 
religious papers) speak out on almost 
every subject affecting American life, 
without being noticed. But this is ap- 
parently different. Hence the threat. 





In a lighter vein, from Des Plaines, 
Ill., comes word that the observance 
of “Cemetery Sunday” is being urged 
by certain cemetery interests. The 
organization involved is circulating a 
model sermon and a bulletin insert 
called “Death is a Beginning.” The 
idea, no doubt, is to stimulate interest 
in cemeteries. 





Two more awards of a beautiful 
King James Bible are announced for 
the perfect recitation of the Shorter 
Catechism. In Traveler’s Rest, S. C.. 
(Rev. Charles H. Brown, pastor), Miss 
Nancy Libby. And in Mt. Mourne, N. 
C., Miss Stella E. Sparrow, age 75. 
Younger people, take note! 
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BRAZIL — The Rev. Francisco Rod- 
rigues dos Santos Saraiva was a Ro- 
man Catholic priest. He studied at 
Coimbra and Oxford Universities, re- 
ceiving degrees in theology and law. 
Upon entering the priesthood he was 
appointed chaplain of the Morro Vel- 
ho Mining Co., before being transferred 
to a parish in southern Brazil. He was 
a born student and gave much time 
to the study of the Holy Scriptures. 
But it was his study of secular history 
which first opened his eyes to Rome’s 
oppression and persecution, by the use 
of secular power, of all who refused 
submission to her. In his book, RO- 
MAN CATHOLICISM OR THE AN- 
CIENT AND FATAL DELUSION OF 
oOCIETY he expressed his indignation 
as follows: “Studying primitive Chris- 
tianity and comparing it with the Ro- 
man system, we were horrified to ob- 
serve how the clergy has cynically 
mutilated that divinely instituted sys- 
tem, taking away its spirituality, con- 
verting it into an instrument of fierce 
intolerance, arbitrary fanaticism, 
bloody cruelty, stupid superstition, 
egotism, vanity and money making.” 


It may be objected that Dr. Santos 
Saraiva’s book is out of date, as a 
number of years have passed since it 
was first published. Another book, 
also written by an ex-priest, answers 
that objection. The title of this book 
iss ROMA SEMPER EADEM (Rome 
Never Changes). Its author, the Rev. 
Dr. Hippolito de Oliveira Campos, was 
a priest of unusual ability. He was 
commissioned by his bishop to combat 
the work of Protestants who had re- 
cently entered an important town in 
the state of Minas Geraes. In his 
efforts to fulfill his assignment, he 
began to study the Bible. He soon 
became convinced of his own and his 
Church’s errors and he accepted the 
truth he had set out to destroy. He, 
the persecutor, became the persecuted, 
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Box Score of Gifts 


WASHINGTON — The follow- 
ing breakdown, compiled by Prot- 
estants and Other Americans 
United for Church and _ State 
(POA), shows how much has been 
appropriated by the U. S. Congress 
for the Roman Catholic Church 
since 1946. Included in the first 
item were certain minor benefits 
for Protestant churches in the 
Philippines. 


For building Roman Catholic par- 
ishes in the Philippines, war claims 
and war damages, paid and in pro- 
cess of payment ............ $30,000,000 
For the Pope’s summer 
palace ........... 
Providence Hospital 


1,000,000 


(D. C.) 4,000,000 
Georgetown Hospital 
(D. C.) 1,090,000 
Georgetown Hospital 
(2nd _ bill) 500,000 
Total $36,590,000 











Indonesian Is Called 


SCHENECTADY, N. Y. —(RNS)— 
A 27-year-old Indonesian minister has 
become the pastor of historic First 
Presbyterian Church, Princeton, near 
here, reversing the traditional one-way 
pattern of Christian missions. Called 
by unanimous approval of the 200- 
member congregation, the Rev. Sunny 
Oey of Djakarta, who has been in the 
U. S. since 1957, has command of 10 
languages, including English. 


“We couldn’t secure an American 
minister —— there’s a shortage, you 
know — so we found one in the mis- 
sion field,’ said one of the elders of 
the 190-year-old church. 


but to the end of his long life, over a 
period of almost forty years, he boldly 
preached Jesus Christ and the full 
and free salvation available in His 
finished work. 


—Rev. A. L. Davis 


Worship Attendance 
Drive Is Scheduled 


NEW YORK — (RNS) — This 
year’s Religion in American Life cam- 
paign to increase worship attendance 
at all churches and synagogues will 
be promoted by appeals in 6,500 bill- 
boards, 7,000 three-sheet posters, and 
85,000 car cards in buses, street cars, 
subway and commuter trains. 


In addition, there will be thousands 
of filmed and spoken messages on tel- 
evision and radio and thousands of 
advertisements in newspapers and mag- 
azines. 


All this space and time, worth more 
than $8,000,000, is being contributed 
by American business and advertising 
concerns through the Advertising 
Council. Most of the advertising will 
appear in November, observed across 
the country as Religion In American 
Life month. 


Sponsored by 70 lay men and wom- 
en of all beliefs, the RIAL campaign, 
now in its 12th year, is promoted 
through 27 national religious cooperat- 
ing groups, including the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. The program is head- 
ed by Robert T. Stevens, president of 
J. P. Stevens & Co., and former Sec- 
retary of the Army. 





Federal Registration 


Of Old Churches Set 


WASHINGTON — A number of his- 
toric churches and old Spanish mis- 
sions will be eligible to be registered 
by the National Park Service under 
a plan announced by Secretary of 
the Interior Fred A. Seaton. A Na- 
tional Registry of Historical Land- 
marks will be established to “recog- 
nize and endorse the preservation and 
protection of structures and sites” 
which are owned by state agencies or 
private groups, Mr. Seaton said. 


Secretary Seaton pointed out that 
because of the large number of his- 
toric landmarks in the United States 
it was “manifestly impossible for the 
government to acquire or manage or 


1960 








support them financially, although they 
are an integral part of the national 
American heritage.” He said federal 
involvement will be limited to is- 
suance of certificates, erection of ap- 
propriate markers, and “periodic in- 
spection.” Participation will be en- 
tirely voluntary, the secretary added. 


Among the first group of buildings 
to be registered under the new plan is 
one of Presbyterian connection. It 
is Nassau Hall at Princeton Univer- 
sity. It was the first building of the 
university and was erected in 1734. 





Regional CE Meeting 
Conducted at Montreat 


MONTREAT, N. C. — For the 
third consecutive year leaders of the 
nine-state Southern Region of Chris- 
tian Endeavor held their annual con- 
ference at Assembly Inn here, with 
over 65 in attendance. 


Dr. Clyde Meadows of Chambers- 
burg, Pa., president of the Interna- 
tional Society, keynoted the gathering, 
reminding that Christian Endeavor’s 
primary aim is to bring youth to 
Christ and then to send them out for 
service in the Church. 


Other conference leaders included 
Harold E. Westerhoff, general secre- 
tary; the Rev. Delno Brown, educa- 
tional secretary; and Miss Phyllis I. 
Rike, administrative secretary; all 
from the International Society’s Co- 
lumbus, Ohio, headquarters. All three 
appeared with Dr. Meadows on a panel 
discussion of “What Is Christian En- 
deavor?” In his presentation, Mr. 
Brown reminded that the organization 
is definitely a part of the local church 
and achieves its goals only to the 
extent that local societies achieve 
those goals. 


Dr. Meadows suggested that adults 
as well as youth be included in an 
active CE program. He commented 
that he didn’t see how any church 
could be run without Christian En- 
deavor. 


Regional officers elected include: 
Miss Alice Goodman of Roanoke, Va., 
chairman; Miss Violet Keith of Bir- 
mingham, vice-president; Miss Phyllis 
Link of Roanoke, secretary; and Bobby 
Adam of Burlington and Winston- 
Salem, N. C., treasurer. 





An open mouth often proclaims a 
closed mind. 


Rehabilitation Group 
Planned by Ex-Convict 


ATLANTA, Ga. — (RNS) — A 
ministerial student who spent 14 of 
his 30 years behind bars is seeking 
here to establish a Christian organiza- 
tion to help other ex-convicts succeed 
when they go free. 


This is the burning ambition of Sea- 
born (Buck) Scoggins of Doraville, 
an Atlanta suburb, a former “bad 
boy” and escape artist and now a first 
year student at Toccoa Falls, (Ga.) 
Institute. He hopes to launch the 
Georgia Prisoners’ Aid Society, Inc., 
to help selected former prisoners ob- 
tain a job and get on their feet finan- 
cially when they are released and give 
them a lift in overcoming the stigma 
of being an “ex-con.” 


Buck committed his first theft 
when he was eight. At 11 he was sent 
to reform school, where he escaped 
13 times in four years and got in- 
volved in some kind of theft on each 
dash for freedom. 


The ex-prisoner entered the army 
at 15 and spent a good part of his 
time in the guardhouse, he relates 
freely. He has done time in two fed- 
eral penitentiaries and in several de- 
partments of the state prison system. 


In solitary confinement Scoggins be- 
gan to read the New Testament and 





Another Paper Says— 


Dr. (Norman Vincent) Peale 
played a relatively minor role in 
the (Citizens for Religious Free- 
dom) conference, in that he simply 
presided at the morning session. 
The real weight of the program 
was carried by the other speakers. 
Subsequent to the conference, how- 
ever, it became clear that hostile 
elements of the press had decided 
upon Dr. Peale as the scapegoat. 
Attacks were directed to him per- 
sonally and the group was soon re- 
ferred to as the Peale group, etc. 
. . . Such attacks may well be in- 
terpreted as an indication of the 
degree of influence which the vest- 
ed interest involved holds in the 
ranks of the nation’s press. This 
aspect of the problem has hitherto 
been given little attention by Prot- 
estants. Perhaps it is time to give 
further attention in that direction. 
—Don Gill in United Evangelical 
Action. 











his conversion followed, he said. He 
became a prisoner evangelist among 
fellow inmates and turned his talents 
to painting religious pictures, which 
soon adorned the prison walls. 


The young man contrasts his own 
current state with his violence-ridden 
past by quoting from memory this Bi- 
ble text: “Therefore if any man be 
in Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold all 
things are become new.” (II Cor. 
5:7.) 


Aim of the aid society is to get Bap- 
tist committees on the community level 
to work with prisoners at the moment 
they come out of prison. Committee 
representatives would meet them at 
the bus station, welcome them, get 
them established in a job, make them 
loans up to $50 each, see that they 
have essential clothing, — in short, 
help them meet all the immediate 
practical problems faced by released 
prisoners. 





Preacher Goes Pubbing 


TORONTO — (RNS) — A minister 
of the United Church of Canada has 
resigned his pulpit at Sterling, Ont., 
to begin a new career as “Pastor of 
the Pubs” in this city. 


The Rev. Arthur Packham explained 
his action this way: “You always found 
Christ in the streets where He was of 
most help. Right now the Church is 
not there.” 


The 60-year old minister, who said 
he will lend a sympathetic ear to all 
who need his help and counsel, was 
welcomed warmly by beverage house 
customers and proprietors on his first 
night out. 


He strolled from pub to _ pub, 
smoked a cigar and had a couple of 
glasses of ale with cab drivers. For 
most of the evening, however, his 
preference was ginger ale. 


An advocate of decent drinking 
quarters, he declared: “I want to see 
nice beverage rooms. Right now, they 
are a denial of our culture. No man 
should have to look over his shoulder 
if he wants to have a drink.” 


His ardent hope is that the Church 
will recognize and support this work. 


But he was not taking any chances. 
He advised one bartender: “If I 
have to borrow a quarter from you 
for a beer some time, I hope you’ll un- 
derstand.” 


PAGE 4 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / NOVEMBER 2, 1960 











B 


>. ~~ pe ee oO; 


$ 











Basic doctrines of the Reformed faith— 


UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION 


ROBERT STRONG, S.T.D. 


The second of the Five Points of 
Calvinism now engages our attention. 
For the text we turn to Ephesians 
1:4,5—“He (that is, God) hath chosen 
us in Him (that is, Christ) before the 
foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and without blame be- 
fore Him in love: having predestinated 
us unto the adoption of children by 
Jesus Christ to Himself, according to 
the good pleasure of His will.” 


This passage is only one of a great 
number that develop the idea of un- 
conditional election. There is John 
15:16 — “Ye have not chosen me, 
but I have chosen you, and ordained 
you, that ye should go and bring forth 
fruit.” Again Jesus says, “I pray 
not for the world, but for them which 
thou hast given me” (John 17:9). 
There is Acts 13:48 — “As many as 
were ordained to eternal life believed.”’ 
Romans 8:29 must not be overlooked: 
“For whom He did foreknow, He also 
did predestinate to be conformed to 
the image of His Son.” Or Romans 
9:15 — “I will have mercy on whom 
I will have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I will have com- 
passion.” 


As his reasoning proceeds in this 
great chapter, Paul stops the mouth 
of the man who would argue from 
the Divine sovereignty that he has no 
human responsibility with a thunder- 
ing challenge: “Nay but, O man, who 
art thou that repliest against God?” 
The same thrust appears in Matthew 
11:25,26 — “Jesus said, I thank thee, 
O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because thou hast hid these things 
from the wise and prudent and hast 
revealed them unto babes. Even so, 
Father, for so it seemed good in thy 
sight.” 


These are passages which too many 
skip over; in many pulpits they are 


never referred to. Are they not, how- 
ever, a part of Scripture? What fa- 
vor do we bestow upon ourselves to 
avoid them? Should not the pulpit 
proclaim the whole counsel of God? 


Let us allow our minds to be con- 
fronted with the teaching of our text. 
We note that Ephesians 1:4,5 gives 
us plainly to understand that God has 
a plan. Election has a definite place 
in that plan. God’s purpose to have 
a people will be accomplished by the 
use of specific means. 


I. GOD’S PLAN 


When the apostle says, “God chose 
us in Christ before the foundation of 
the world,” a great conception rises 
in the mind. It is that when God de- 
cided to create the universe, He de- 
termined exactly what He would do 
with it. We try for the same thing 
in our own undertakings. A new busi- 
ness development calls for the most 
careful planning. A new home to be 
built finds us first poring over sketches. 





OUR GOD HAS 
CHOSEN USIN 


NOT FOR THE 
WORLD, BUT FOR THEM 
HICH THOU HAST GIVEN ME 





JOHN 17:9 
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| revelation of the Divine 












Through a process of adapting, mod- 
ifying, selecting we achieve blueprints 
that will give us, within the limitations 
of our purse, what we want in hous- 
ing. Shall we think that God is less 
painstaking than we are? Indeed He 
is not, asserts the apostle. 


Before the world was made, God 
had a plan, logical step following logi- 
cal step. We call these steps the de- 
crees of God. Most of us Calvinists 
deduce from the Scriptures the fol- 
lowing sequence in the decrees of God: 
1. the decree to create the universe; 
2. the decree to create a race in the 
image of God; 3. the decree to per- 
mit the fall into sin; 4. the decree to 
save a numerous people, foreknown 
in their individual identities, out of 
ruined mankind; 5. the decree to re- 
deem this elect people through the 
mediatorial work of the Son of God, 
in the fullness of time to be sent into 
the world as the Saviour of the lost. 


We realize that the grand design 
of the plan is the glory of God. In 
creation He is glorified in the display 
of His power and wisdom. By the fall 
are introduced circumstances that 
will demand the exercise of Divine 
justice and give opportunity for the 
love and 
mercy. It is a help to our thinking 
to understand that, when sin enters 
the picture, sin will ramify endlessly; 
thus we need never be overwhelmed 
with surprise at the terrible crimes 
and tragedies that plague history. 
These awful deeds, unspeakable per- 
versions, foul and ghastly wrongs of 
which we read, and which we even 
sometimes see, are the inevitable out- 
working of sin. 


At this juncture we may well point 
out that every religion faces the same 
problem. God could have made a 
world in which sin would not be al- 
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lowed. The fact is that He didn’t. 
So we all start with the same difficult 
question: why did God let sin enter? 
Calvinism has the merit of not dodg- 
ing the question. Calvinism insists on 
the Divine sovereignty. Calvinism 
says, “Let God be God.” 


I shall be bold enough to say that 
the longer you think about the deep 
things we have just tried to trace the 
more surely you will come to say that 
Calvinism makes sense. The idea of 
the decrees of God, of the plan of 
God, does justice to Scripture and so 
is the truly logical interpretation of 
existence. 


II. ELECTION 

Let us now look at the decree to 
elect a people made up of specific 
individuals. This is the meaning of 
the text when it says, “God chose us 
in Him.” It will not do to interpret 
the pronoun “us” in terms of a class, 
as though Paul were saying that God 
chose to have a Church but did not 
decide on its membership roll. It 
should be obvious that Paul is speak- 
ing about himself, his co-workers, and 
those very Ephesian believers whom 
he had been used to lead to Christ, 
specific individuals all. So God from 
eternity has purposed to save certain, 
definitely identifiable individuals. That 
is why our Confession of Faith speaks 
of the saved as an exact number known 
to God. 


Perhaps some hold back at this 
point, ready to urge that the doctrine 
of election represents God as partial, 
even unfairly partial. We reply by 
saying that God unmistakably is par- 
tial. He is sovereign, and who can 
dispute His right to admit to His 
house those whom He chooses to have 
there? But to advance the sugges- 
tion of unfairness is to blaspheme. 
He is a bold spirit indeed who will 
offer himself as the Lord’s accuser. 


Let us think soberly on this matter. 
God would only be just if He left 
every single one of us to the penalty 
and suffering that our sins deserve. 
He did not have to save anybody. 
That He actually did decree to save 
a multitude whom no man can num- 
ber is His marvelous mercy. 


Do we now have it straight? Men 
are not lost because they are not elect. 
Men are lost because of their sins. 
Election is kindness altogether. 


Probably it will always make us 
wonder why God decreed to save these 
in particular and not others. Scrip- 
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ture is plain that God has not chosen 
on the basis of foreseen goodness or 
faith or usefulness. The reason for 
the choice of the persons who are 
saved God has not been pleased to 
disclose. The language of our Lord 
applies here perfectly! “Even so, 
Father, for so it seemed good in thy 
sight.” This is why we speak of un- 
conditional election. 


III. THE MEANS TO THE END 


We have been confronting one of 
the teachings of Scripture that the 
human mind, even the Christian’s, 
finds most difficult. It very often 
helps in the intellectual struggle in 
which a believer is involved when the 
discussion is carried forward to a con- 
sideration of the means God has or- 
dained by which to realize the grand 
purpose of election. For many have 
taken the doctrine as though it were 





Preach Election 
If I am asked how long election 
should be preached, I answer, as 
long as there is a Bible to be be- 
lieved and sinners to be saved. The 
Bible which is God’s infallible rev- 
elation shall always contain this 
precious truth and no manner of 
human ingenuity can wrest it there- 
from. And as long as there are 
mortal men destined for eternity 
we shall continue to cry, “It is 
not of him that willeth, nor of him 
that runneth, but of God that show- 
eth mercy.” 
—John Thornbury 











a kind of fatalism. William Carey 
encountered this attitude among the 
ministers to whom he first spoke about 
his missionary vision. They chilled 
him by saying, “Young man, if God 
wants to save the heathen, He will 
save them — and without your help 
or ours!” 


A similar caricature of Scripture 
teaching is offered when we hear 
someone say, “Your doctrine of elec- 
tion simply means that if I am going 
to be saved, then I am going to be 
saved, and there is nothing to be done 
about it one way or the other. So 
why should I even bother to listen to 
you or think about it?” 


The text makes it perfectly plain 
that the God who has chosen a people 
to be His own has appointed the means 
by which they will be brought to Him. 
The means is our being adopted as 


God’s children through Jesus Christ. 
Christ and the Gospel. Christ and 
adopting love. 


It is as though God had said: “I 
am going to have Henry Jones. I 
shall send my Son into the world to 
be his Saviour. My incarnate Son 
will die on the cross for Henry’s 
sins. He will be raised from the dead 
and will in turn send the Holy Spirit, 
so that a faithful record may be made 
and effective preaching of Gospel 
truth may be given, generation after 
generation. And in the year 1960 
Henry Jones will hear the preaching, 
Henry Jones will believe the preaching, 
Henry Jones will put faith in my Son 
and be in consequence adopted into 
my family.” 


So then the plan of God includes 
the means as well as the end. The 
incarnation, death, and resurrection 
of Christ were necessary. The ministry 
of the Word is necessary. The renew- 
ing work of the Holy Spirit is neces- 
sary. Christ died to accomplish a 
saving result. The preaching of the 
cross is not always accounted by the 
hearer foolishness. Our total inability 
to make spiritual response would make 
the death of Christ in vain, would 
cause the preaching of His cross to 
fall into a vacuum of indifference and 
rejection. But God will have a people. 
He has chosen them. He has His 
way of finding them and saving them. 
The means: Christ, the Gospel, the 
Holy Spirit. 


Such is the picture of things before 
the mind of the Presbyterian preacher. 
He has no confidence in his own per- 
suasiveness or fancied eloquence. He 
is all too aware of spiritual death, re- 
bellion in the human heart, the yawn- 
ing gulf of estrangement between man 
and God. But he has great confidence 
in God’s Word and God’s Spirit. He 
never asks, “Is this man, this woman, 
one of the elect?” It is only his busi- 
ness to say to every person he can 
reach, “Here now is Christ freely of- 
fered to you in the Gospel.” It is 
God’s business to bless the proclama- 
tion and give it saving effectiveness. 
The elect will be disclosed by their 
willingness to receive the Saviour. 
They are to be found in every tribe, 
and kindred, and nation. What a 
privilege to be a part of the means 
of finding them out and bringing 
them to the God of grace! 


Thus in the doctrine of uncondi- 
tional election do we honor God as He 


(Cont. on p. 18, col. 1) 
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The Pilgrimage of a Soul 


No doubt many readers have had 
some trouble with the doctrine of 
election. Perhaps you have endured 
the sorest travail of soul in connec- 
tion with it. Perhaps when you were 
aroused to some intelligent interest 
in this matter, there was one doctrine 
you found in Scripture that appeared 
to present an insuperable enigma, in- 
deed an insuperable barrier to saving 
hope. Oh, you have said, if only I 
could tear out of the Bible that hor- 
rible doctrine of election, together 
with its companion doctrine of repro- 
bation! 


Foreordination! That is what cuts 
athwart the path of my hope. For it 
cuts away every inducement to any 
effort on my part. If I am elected, 
you say, I shall be saved in any case. 
If I am not elected, I am foredoomed 
to perdition, whatever I may try to do 
in the matter. 


I have no way of knowing in what 
class I am. And so bewildering per- 
plexity, if not despair, was the result. 


But some evangelist came along 
and appeared to be the ambassador 
of peace to you in this slough of 
despond. He told you that God did 
not in the exercise of His sovereign 
good pleasure from all eternity elect 
some to salvation and foreordain oth- 
ers to death. No, not at all. Truly, 
he said, election is in the Bible, but 
you have misunderstood it. 


The election you find in the Bible 
is just the election of those who be- 
lieve. God foresaw from eternity who 
would believe in Christ and who would 
not. And so He elected those whom 
He foresaw would believe and, of 
course, did not elect those whom he 
foresaw would reject. There is no 
such thing, said he, as unconditional 
election. After all, it is entirely left 
to you whether you will accept or re- 
ject the Gospel. 


A wave of new hope invaded your 
soul. You began to take courage. 


God has left me, you said, with my 
responsibility. The exercise of that 
responsibility is my part, it is my 
contribution. If I do my part, God 
will do His. God gives to all men a 
chance of salvation, and it is simply 
up to me to take advantage of that 
chance. “Now is the accepted time; 
now is the day of salvation.” 


It must not be said that the breeze 
of hope that crossed the brow of your 
despondent soul had no justification 
at all. There was some truth in this 
experience of yours. But it was truth 
distorted by the most dangerous error. 
And God was merciful to your soul. 
He did not allow that momentary peace 
to continue. The breeze of refresh- 
ment passed and the fever of desnon- 
dency again settled upon your soul. 


For you began to read your Bible 
and you read in Ephesians 1:4-6, 
“According as He hath chosen us in 
Him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before Him in love: 
having predestinated us unto the adop- 
tion of children by Jesus Christ to 
Himself, according to the good pleasure 
of His Will, to the praise of the glory 
of His grace, wherein He hath made 
us accepted in the beloved.” 


You read this, you read through 
the chapter, you read the second chap- 
ter too, and you read other portions 
of Scripture to the same effect. You 
said to yourself, This sounds very like 
the doctrine I was taught in the Short- 
er Catechism, “God having, out of 
His mere good pleasure, from all 
eternity, elected some to everlasting 
life, did enter into a covenant of 
grace, to deliver them out of the 
estate of sin and misery, and to bring 
them into an estate of salvation by a 
Redeemer” (Q.20). 


So again you found yourself in the 
grip of the old enigma, and you could 
not accept the solution of your good- 
intentioned evangelist. It did not ac- 
cord with your understanding of the 
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truth of Scripture. God was merciful 
to your soul. He had led you to put 
truth above even the relief you so 
much sought and needed. 


But another evangelist came along. 
He appeared severe, even harsh. He 
preached total depravity. He preached 
unconditional election. His emphasis 
upon the absolute sovereignty of God 
was irresistible. He appeared to have 
little sympathy with the deep wound 
that was cutting into the vitals of 
your spirit. He drove the sword even 
deeper. But his message rang true 
to Scripture. It bore the hall-mark 
of truth. It commended itself to your 
conscience in the sight of God. It 
met with profound response in your 
soul. 


The same_ evangelist, 
preached the Gospel of sovereign 
grace, of full and free salvation. The 
overtures of the Gospel, he said, were 
given in the full, free and unfettered 
call of the Gospel to sinners. He set 
forth Christ in all the glory of His 
Person and in all the perfection of 
His finished work. In Christ’s name 
he invited you to Christ. He said that 
this free offer of salvation to you as 
a sinner dead in tresspasses and sins 
came to you upon the very crest of 
the wave of the divine sovereignty, 
that it was the waves of the divine 
sovereignty that brought these sweet 
overtures of grace and love and caused 
them to break upon the very threshold 
of your need and responsibility. 


however, 


He told you that it was not as one 
informed or convinced of your elec- 
tion by God that you were invited, 
exhorted, commanded and called to 
put your trust in Jesus’ name, but as a 
sinner lost and condemned. He told 
you that your election was not the 
warrant which you were to believe in 
Jesus, but rather that the warrant 
upon which you were to trust in Him 
was His all-sufficiency, all-suitability 
and perfection as Saviour, together 
with the invitations, demands and 
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promises of the Gospel. He quoted, 
“Him that cometh unto me, I will in 
no wise cast out.” “The spirit and 
the bride say, Come. And let him 
that heareth say, Come. And let him 
that is athirst come. And whosoever 
will, let him take the water of life 
freely.” 


Your heart was drawn. The glory 
and love of Christ captivated your 
heart. The simplicity and beauty of 
the Gospel placed an irresistible mys- 
terious constraint upon your spirit. It 
was all so simple, it was all so har- 
monious. You entrusted yourself to 
the Saviour of sinners. You had peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The peace of God that passeth 


vincing us of our sin and misery, en- 
lightening our minds in the knowledge 
of Christ, and renewing our wills, He 
doth persuade and enable us to em- 
brace Jesus Christ, freely offered to 
us in the Gospel” (Shorter Catechism 
Q. 31). God was merciful to your 
soul. 


Now you have no dispute with sove- 
reign and unconditional election. You 
see clearly that, if it were not for the 
sovereign electing grace of God, there 
would be salvation for none. You now 
rejoice with a joy that is unspeakable 
and full of glory in the electing love 
of God the Father, the redeeming love 
of God the Son and the regenerating 
love of God the Holy Ghost. 


of an ancient liturgy, “One is holy, 
the Father; one is holy, the Son; one 
is holy, the Holy Ghost.” You yield 
the total assent and consent of your 
spirit to the sovereignty expressed in 
the words of our Lord, “I thank thee, 
O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because thou hast hid these things 
from the wise and prudent, and hast 
revealed them unto babes. Even so, 
Father: for so it seemed good in thy 
sight” (Matt. 11:25, 26). 


“« * bal ad 


The above is an adaptation of por- 
tions of a tract, “Arminianism in the 
Pilgrimage of a Soul,” reprinted in 


ETERNAL TRUTH, Edinburgh. Prof. 








all understanding possessed your heart 
and mind. “Effectual calling is the 
work of God’s Spirit, whereby, con- 


Thanksgiving 





John Knox on 


But alas! To such blasphemy the devil never did draw 
mankind as now of late days, in which no small number 
are become so bold, so impudent and so irreverent that 
they fear not openly to affirm God to be unjust, if He 
in His eternal counsel has elected more of one sort of 
men than another, to life everlasting in Christ Jesus 
our Lord . . . The doctrine of God’s eternal predestina- 
tion is so necessary to the Church of God, that without 
the same, faith can neither be truly taught, nor surely 
established; man can never be brought to true humility 
and knowledge of himself, neither yet can he be 
ravished in admiration of God’s eternal goodness, and 
so moved to praise Him aright .. . 


There is no way more proper to build and establish 
faith, than when we hear and undoubtedly do believe 
that our election, which the Spirit of God doth seal in 
our hearts, consists not in ourselves, but in the eternal 
and immutable good pleasure of God. And that in 
such firmness that it cannot be overthrown, neither 
by the raging storms of the world, nor by the assaults 
of Satan, neither yet by the wavering and weakness of 
our own flesh. Then only is our salvation in assurance, 
when we find the cause of the same in the bosom and 
counsel of God ... 


Such as cannot abide the mention of God’s eternal 
election, can never be rightly humbled nor thankful, 
for they cannot acknowledge that God according to 
the good pleasure of His eternal counsel, has made sepa- 
ration betwixt those who fell into equal perdition, as 
touching the offence and sin committed. Such as de- 
sire this article to be buried in silence, and would 
that men should teach and believe that the grace of 
God’s election is common unto all — but that one re- 


PAGE 8 


and rejoicing break 
into adoration and you say in the words 
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Murray, its author, occupies the Chair 
of Systematic Theology in Westmin- 
ster Seminary. 


Predestination 


ceives it and another receives it not, proceeding either 
from the obedience or disobedience of man — such 
deceive themselves and are unthankful and injurious 
unto God. For as long as they see not that true faith 
and salvation spring from election, and are the gift of 
God, and are not of ourselves — so long are they de- 
ceived and remain in error (Eph. 2:8). And what 
can be more injurious unto God’s free grace than to 
affirm that He gives no more to one than to another; 
seeing that the whole Scriptures do plainly teach that 
we have nothing which we have not received of free 
grace and mercy, and not of our works, nor of any- 
thing in us, lest any man should boast. 


And therefore let wicked men rage as they list, we 
will not be ashamed to confess always, that grace only 
makes difference betwixt us and the rest of the world. 
And further, we fear not to affirm, that such as feel 
not that comfort inwardly in their conscience, can 
never be thankful to God, neither yet willing to be 
subject to His eternal counsel; which is the only cause 
that these wicked men most irreverently do storm and 
rage against that doctrine which they do not under- 
stand. Let us, dear brethren, be assured, that none 
other doctrine doth establish or make men humble 
and thankful unto God. And, finally, that none other 
doctrine makes man careful to obey God according to 
His commandment, but that doctrine only which s¢ 
spoils man of all power and virtue, that no portion of 
his salvation consists within himself; to the end that 
the whole praise of our redemption may be referred 
to Christ Jesus alone. 


—From the preface to the treatise of Knox 
on Predestination, 1560. 
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EDIJORIALS 


The Doctrine of Election 


We do not know anyone who claims 
to have the final word on the doctrine 
of Election. Those who have spoken 
or written on the subject have done 
so with deep humility and the utmost 
hesitation. The Westminster Confes- 
sion declares that “‘the high mystery 
of Predestination” is a doctrine which 
“is to be handled with special prudence 
and care.” And John Calvin warns 
us to approach God’s Word “with this 
moderation — viz. that whenever the 
Lord shuts His sacred mouth we also 
desist from inquiry. The best rule of 
sobriety is not only in learning to 
follow wherever God leads, but also 
when He makes an end of teaching, 
to cease also from wishing to be wise.” 


And yet, as Calvin also observed, 
Seripture is the “school of the Holy 
Spirit” in which nothing we need to 
know is omitted and conversely in 
which nothing is taught that we should 
ignore as being of no importance. On 
the basis of this principle, such pas- 
sages from God’s Word as appear on 
the cover of this issue of the Journal 
cannot be overlooked. 


From time to time in the history 
of the Church man’s finite mind has 
tried to resolve the doctrine of Elec- 
tion by making the will of God so 
arbitrary and sovereign that man him- 
self is left with nothing to do. 


Again man has tried to solve the 
problem of the clash between human 
freedom and divine Election by gen- 
eralizing Election: ‘‘God elects every- 
one to salvation, but man has to 
qualify through his own response by 
his own volition.” 


Today the popular solution is one 
in which men are viewed as able to 
resist God in this world but not in 
the next: “In this life men may re- 
sist Christ or live without knowing 
Him. But in eternity God will call 
all souls unto Himself for it is not 
His will that any should perish.” 


That is to say, the modern view 
solves the problem of Election by de- 
nying that it implies any separation or 
distinctions in the long run between 
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some who are “elect”? and others who 
are not. In other words, modern 
theology denies Reprobation. It would 
not be unfair to say that all of the 
theologians of the frankly “modern” 
schools of thought are more or less 
Universalists in this respect. And 
this applies to “new” Reformed the- 
ologians. 


The opposition to the doctrine of 
Reprobation (which is to say the sup- 
port of a mild form of Universalism) 
in the Presbyterian Church, U. S., is 
vocal and almost overwhelming. It 
has effected passage of an overture 
through the General Assembly calling 
for possible revision of the sections 
of the Confession of Faith in which 
the doctrine is taught. A committee 
which has been working over a year 
on the problem will report to the 
next General Assembly. This com- 
mittee will bring before our highest 
Court the considered judgment of 
professors of theology now teaching 
in all of our seminaries. 


During the course of this commit- 
tee’s work voluminous correspondence 
has been exchanged with members of 
the Church at large who have offered 
their suggestions. Occasionally the de- 
bate has swirled around this or that 
view as a logical or illogical explana- 
tion of all the implications involved. 


But there will never be a logical 
explanation of all the implications in- 
volved. We return to the first para- 
graph of this editorial. 


Nevertheless, any person or com- 
mittee attempting to re-write the de- 
votional or doctrinal confessions of 
the past must come to terms with our 
cover quotation. Romans 9 is in the 
Bible and it cannot be left out of 
any doctrine of Election faithful to 
Scripture. 





Compassion 


Compassion is loving sympathy for 
those in need, and Christian compas- 
sion finds expression in trying to com- 
fort and help those who are distressed. 
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The word compassion is frequently 
found in the Old Testament, usually 
with reference to God’s compassion 
for His wayward children. In the 
New Testament our Lord’s compassion 
for those who thronged Him is repeat- 
edly referred to and in this He has 
set an example for us, His followers. 


Just as Christian love for others 
commends the Gospel which we pro- 
fess, so too the love in action of Chris- 
tians bears a witness for the Lord we 
serve. 


It is at this point that so many of 
us fail. Professing orthodoxy of faith 
it is so easy to forget that faith 
without works is dead. Impressed 
with the unworthiness of some we for- 
get that we too are unworthy and un- 
lovely. Busy with our own affairs, 
and those of the Church, there are 
many around us who need the loving 
concern we alone can show. 


Brother Bryan of Birmingham, his 
memory preserved in a graphic way in 
“Religion in Shoes,’ was a man who 
cultivated the grace of compassion and 
who, in so doing, brought many close 
to the Lord. 


Compassion is not an attitude which 
can be lightly assumed. Rather it 
is an evidence of the indwelling Spirit 
given to us in answer to prayer. It 
involves for us time, work and the 
expenditure of physical and spiritual 
energy. It requires humility, con- 
secrated common sense and a willing- 
ness to spend and be spent. 


Compassion is not always easy — 
but God can use it for His own glory 
in the lives of all concerned. 


—L. N. B. 





What “Sovereignty” 
Means 


When Presbyterians confess a pri- 
mary interest in the “Sovereignty of 
God,” they are not so much confessing 
a single doctrine as they are a general 
perspective. 


That is to say, the Sovereignty of 
God is not an article of belief to be 
placed alongside another, such as To- 
tal Depravity, but is rather an overall 
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viewpoint or standpoint from which to 
see and understand every article of 
belief including Total Depravity. 


For an illustration of what we mean 
by perspective ... or viewpoint .. . 
or standpoint: When Queen Elizabeth 
of England was growing up, every- 
thing in her life was dictated by a 
central consideration, namely that she 
was the heir to the throne of Eng- 
land. Why did this or that happen to 
her? — One day she should be Queen. 
Why must she do this and avoid do- 
ing that? — One day she should be 


Queen. What must be the nature of 
her schooling? — One day she should 
be Queen. 


You see, the future Queen’s status 
was not so much a single considera- 
tion alongside others, but an overall 
perspective in the light of which every- 
thing else was to be understood. 


So it is with the Calvinistic concept 
of the Sovereignty of God. Whatever 
it is that you know; understand; do; 
receive — the guiding principle is: 
Not Man But God! 


This thought controls our under- 
standing of Election, Predestination, 
Perseverance. It is the viewpoint 
from which we explain the Incarna- 
tion, the Atonement, and history itself. 


Take the doctrine of Infant Baptism 
for example. Why do we baptize in- 
fants? For anything they have done 
or can be expected to do? No. For what 
God has done and can be expected 
to do. Not Man But God! Christian 
parents bring their children for the 
sacrament claiming God’s covenant 
promises. These promises indicate to 
all that in some the Holy Spirit can 
be presumed operative. To these Bap- 
tism belongs. Whether young or old, 
the question is, “Can it be presumed 
that the Holy Spirit has taken the 
initiative in this life?” If of age, the 
evidence is given in the profession of 
faith. If an infant, the evidence is 
given in the obedience of the parents. 
But in any case, the thing sought is, 
“What hath God wrought?” for He 
is Sovereign. 





A Layman And His Church 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell 


BABEL ON THE HUDSON 


Because some are so wholly com- 
mitted to the United Nations it is dif- 
ficult to approach the subject without 
offending those sincere Christians who 
feel that this organization offers the 
greatest single hope for world peace. 


Furthermore, the presence of U. N. 
personnel in Palestine; the dispatching 
of the U. N. troops to the Congo; and 
the good offices of the Secretary Gen- 
eral in various places in the world, 
all combine to confirm the belief that 
not only is the United Nations needed 
but also that it is proving effective 
in maintaining at least a semblence 
of world order. 


That an international organization 
of the free nations is desirable no one 
would question, provided the sover- 
eignty of the constituent nations is 
preserved. But there is a _ serious 
question whether the best interests of 
the world at large can be served by 
an inclusive membership, one part of 
which is dedicated to the destruction 
of the other. 


Peace, personal or international, is 
not a state which man can acquire 
on his own terms, for peace is a bless- 
ing from God which comes to man- 
kind on God’s terms, and in no other 
way. 


God has laid down the way of peace: 
Peace with God; the Peace of God 
which comes through peace with God; 
and, human peace which is a grace to 
be pursued where it is for the glory 


of God. 


Therefore for man to set up an in- 
ternational organization dedicated to 
the maintaining of world peace de- 
mands at least the dedication of its 
members to the way of peace. 


Not only is the United Nations, as 
now constituted, not made up of such 
nations but it has been exploited as a 
sounding board for Communist propa- 
ganda by some of the most ruthless 
men to be found on the world scene. 


Furthermore, by its constitution it 
is necessary to welcome into the Unit- 
ed Nations all new countries which 
affirm their willingness to abide by 


the charter. These nations have equal 
votes with all others, regardless of 
population or international responsi- 
bilities. 


That many of these new nations are 
susceptible to the blandishment of 
older and more powerful nations is 
to be expected and as a result there 
is an interminable competing of the 
great powers for the backing and 
votes of these small but sovereign 
groups. The result is that the balance 
of power now rests in the hands of 
leaders many of whom are totally lack- 
ing in world concepts, national back- 
ground and personal qualifications. 


It will be argued that this is one 
of the risks which are a part of world 
politics today. But this could prove 
more than a risk, it could prove a 
disaster, for we no longer live as a 
nation or in a world which can afford 
to be subject to the whims of ig- 
norance and selfishness. 


To take such a dim view of the 
United Nations, as now constituted, 
rightly requires some alternative, for 
no nation lives to itself today, nor 
are international policies formed in a 
vacuum. 


What is a Christian alternative? 


It is because we believe there is a 
Christian principle involved in our 
present dilemma that we feel con- 
strained to raise this issue once more. 


The Christian alternative could well 
start with a recognition of the fact 
that Christian principles (with true 
freedom) and Communism cannot mix; 
that any cooperation between the two 
means a compromise on the part of 
Christianity; and, that a clear separa- 
tion of the two at all levels is required. 
In fact we are convinced that because 
of our present compromising position 
the United Nations will prove for 
America a Trojan Horse—an infiltrat- 
ing and destroying force which can 
bring disaster. 


Having taken the first step — the 
separation from any involvement with 
(Cont. on p. 17, col. 3) 
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LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 13, 1960 


Our Experienee of God 


Bible Material: Psalms 116; 117; 118. 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 27 


Is God real to us? Or is He only a vague idea which 
we treasure in our hearts? He becomes more real 
through the experiences of life. I am sure that David 
found God more real to him after he had confessed 
his sin and had been forgiven. David and the other 
writers of the psalms found God real to them in the 
varied experiences through which they passed. 1 
often pray this prayer which I found many years ago: 


“Lord, make Thyself to me, 

A living, bright reality: 

More real to faith’s vision keen 

Than any earthly object seen: 

More dear, more intimately nigh, 
Than e’en the sweetest earthly tie.” 


In the psalms we study today we find some expe- 
riences which should make God real to us. I wish to 
quote and comment briefly on some of the verses in 
these psalms. I am beginning with the devotional 
reading, a familiar and beautiful psalm. 


I. David and His Enemies, or Faith, the Cure for 
Fear: Psalm 27. 


I was visiting a sick member of my congregation 
and, before leaving, read this psalm. She said she had 
been reading it herself and found it so helpful: “The 
Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
the Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I 
be afraid?” 


Fear is one of the most natural experiences of life. 
When we are children we are afraid of the dark or of 
dogs, and when we are grown up we fear other things. 
David was a brave soldier, and had many enemies. 
The temptation to fear was always present. The cure 
for this fear is faith. We as Christians have enemies 
of our souls. Satan and wicked men fight against us. 
We need faith in God whereby we can quench all the 
fiery darts of the wicked one. We need to put on the 
whole armor of God. Is God real to us when we are 
tempted to fear? 


The house of the Lord is a good place in which to 
have a real experience of God. Who has not felt the 
thrill that comes in the singing of some great hymn 
or in listening to some soul-stirring message from. the 
Word of God? We have felt that this was the very 
gate of heaven, that God was present and speaking to 
us. I am sure all of us have had many such precious 
experiences. “One thing have I desired of the Lord, 
and that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold 
the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in His temple.” 
Strength and beauty are in His sanctuary and it is 
indeed good for us that we came to the house of the 
Lord. David loved God’s house. We should love the 
house of the Lord, where God comes down our souls 
to greet, and glory crowns the mercy seat. 


A time of trouble is a good time to have an ex- 
perience of God. When we find trouble and sorrow 
and are at our wit’s end, then God answers our cry 
for help. I remember one time when my trouble was 
so great I could only pray, “O God, help me!” He 
came to my rescue. When a young missionary lost 
his wife and baby and had to bury them with his own 
hands, he said, “I would have gone mad if it had not 
been for the sense of the presence of Jesus Christ.” 
“For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in His 
pavilion: in the secret of His tabernacle shall He hide 
me; He shall set me upon a rock.” 


To seek the face of the Lord is to have a real ex- 
perience of God. “They that seek me shall find me.” 
“Seek and ye shall find.” But we must be in earnest. 
We must hunger and thirst for righteousness, if we 
want to be filled, and we must hunger and thirst for 
God if we expect to find Him. We must feel as David 
felt when he said, “As the hart panteth after the water 
brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God.” We 
must cry with Jacob, “I will not let thee go, except 
thou bless me.” “When thou saidst, seek ye my face; 
my heart said unto thee, Thy face, will I seek.” 


When we need teaching and guidance then we need 
an experience of God. “Teach me thy way, O Lord, 
and lead me in a plain path, because of mine enemies.” 
In our journey of life we come to many forks of the 
road and it is very important to have someone to show 
us the way. Let us tarry until we hear a voice say, 
“This is the way; walk ye in it.” It is a great thing 
to be led by the Spirit as the apostles were in the book 
of Acts. 


All of us need a personal experience of God’s pres- 
ence and help. To know something of His goodness 
keeps us from fainting as we travel on our way to the 
celestial city. There are many enemies to face and 
much trouble and sorrow. Even our fathers and moth- 
ers forsake us, our dearest friends and loved ones leave 
us. If we look to Him, seek His face in earnest, then 
He will take us up in His everlasting arms, teach us 
and lead us in the way we should go. He becomes 
our Great Companion who never leaves us nor forsakes 
us. 


Our part is to wait on Him: “Wait on the Lord: 
be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: 
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wait, I say, on the Lord.” It takes faith to wait on 
Him, but our waiting will be rewarded by a rich ex- 
perience. So when we are tempted to fear, when 
trouble and sorrow come, when we need help and 
guidance, when men fail us, then let us seek Him de- 
ligently until we find Him and experience His good- 
ness. “Wait, I say, on the Lord.” 


I]. A Personal Experience of the Mercy of God: 
Psalm 116. 


Nothing is so convincing as a personal experience. 
Paul often told of his experience when he met Jesus 
Christ and was converted. It was the best and most 
telling sermon he could preach. “Ye shall be my wit- 
nesses,” said Christ, to His disciples. “Let the redeemed 
of the Lord say so!” The writer of this psalm had a 
wonderful experience and he tells us about it in a 
beautiful way. 


“T love the Lord, because He hath heard my voice 
and my supplications.” “ I found trouble and 
sorrow. Then called I upon the Name of the Lord: 
O Lord, I beseech Thee, deliver my soul.” Many of 
us find God in a new way when we walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death. The psalmist was right 
at death’s door and felt its pains when he cried unto the 
Lord. He was brought very low and God stooped down 
and helped him. From the sinking sand He lifted 
him. The Lord dealt bountifully with him: “For 
Thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine eyes 
from tears, and my feet from falling . . . I will walk 
before the Lord in the land of the living.” The Lord 
has raised many of us from beds of sickness, so that 
we could be among our fellow men once more. Have 
we thanked Him for His mercy to us? 


“What shall I render unto the Lord for all His 
benefits toward me?” This is a natural question. We 
feel that we ought to do something in return for all 
His goodness. The answer is, “J will take the cup of 
salvation and call upon the Name of the Lord.” God's 
supplies of grace are unlimited. He has all we need; 
our cup is running over. Then, “J will pay my vows 
unto the Lord.” The psalmist had evidently made God 
some promises when he called upon Him: he must pay 
his vows. 


Once I read of a Presbyterian elder who was very sick. 
Like the psalmist he was at the point of death. While 
in this condition he prayed that God would heal him 
and he made some very definite promises to the Lord. 
He got well, and on the first morning he came to 
breakfast he called his family together and told them 
of his promises. As they knelt in prayer the eldest 
son, who had been a little wild, came, and throwing 
his arms around his father said, “Father, if you mean 
it this way, I am right with you!” “I will pay my 


vows unto the Lord now in the presence of all His 
people.” What about the vows we made at various 
times in our lives? Have we paid our vows? Then, 
the psalmist says, “J will offer sacrifices of thanksgiving 
and call upon the Name of the Lord.” Do not forget 
to thank and praise Him. 


III. All Nations, All People, should praise Him: 
Psalm 117. 


This short psalm of only two verses, calls upon all 
nations to praise Him, for His merciful kindness is 
great towards us. God is good to all. 


IV. His Mercy Endureth for Ever: Psalm 118. 


Verse 8 of this psalm is said to be the middle verse 
of the whole Bible: “It is better to trust in the Lord 
than to put confidence in man.” How true that is! 


“The Lord is my strength, and song, and is become 
my salvation .. . This is the day which the Lord hath 
made: we will rejoice and be glad in it.” What day 
is this? The text allows more than one application, 
but the Day of Salvation in Christ seems to be re- 
ferred to. Verses 22 and 26 are Messianic in their 
scope: “The stone which the builders refused is be- 
come the head stone of the corner” is referred to in 
Matthew 21:42, Luke 20:17, Acts 4:11, Ephesians 1:20, 
and Peter 2:7, while verse 26 is alluded to in Matthew 
21:9, Mark 11:9, Luke 13:35, and John 12:13. 


God’s mercy in Christ, the Head of the corner, 
endureth forever. “O give thanks unto the Lord, for 
His mercy endureth forever!” 
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By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





Where My Dollars Go — There Is My Heart 


Scripture: Luke 12:13-21 and Matthews 6:19-21 


Suggested Hymns— 
“Take My Life And Let It Be Consecrated” 
“I Gave My Life For Thee” 
“Take Thou Our Minds” 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: The 
use we make of our money is a very accurate index 
of our devotion. This is what Christ was saying in 
Matthew 6:21: “Where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also.” This is what our program topic is 
saying: “Where My Dollars Go—There Is My Heart.” 
Another way of saying the same thing is to say that 
we invest our money in the things we judge the most 
important. 


The Church is often criticized for having so much 
to say about money. Church leaders who emphasize 
material stewardship are accused of being unspiritual. 
But, if the use we make of our money is a concrete 
demonstration of what we consider most important, 
then the Church not only has a right but a serious obli- 
gation to be concerned with our use of our material 
wealth. 


FIRST SPEAKER: It is an easy thing to deceive 
ourselves about our devotion. Most of us have been 
brought up in a Christian environment. We have been 
taught that “a man’s life consisteth not in the abund- 
ance of the things which he possesseth.” We have 
been taught that it is more important to preach the 
Gospel to unbelieving people than it is to provide our- 
selves with a double chocolate malted every day of 
our lives. We know what we ought to think, and we 
know the values which we ought to consider most im- 
portant. This being the case, we often say the right 
things, but what we say is not always a true indication 
of what we really believe. What we really believe is 
more likely to be shown by what we do, as with our 
money. ‘The way we spend our money is the acid 
test of our devotion. This is what Jesus meant when 
He said, . where your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also.” 
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SECOND SPEAKER: Is there any logical explana- 
tion for this idea that the way we spend our money 
shows what we believe to be most important? Yes 
there is. Someone has said, “Your money is you.” 
Let’s see how this can be. Your money represents 
your life. Money is a symbol of value. It is what we 
receive in exchange for work, and work is an invest- 
ment of life. When you do a day’s work it represents 
a fraction of your life. You are spending some of the 
time, energy, and skill which God has given you, and 
you cannot call any of those things back. A day’s 
work is a part of your life, and in return for that ex- 
penditure you receive a sum of money. That money, 
then, represents a part of your life, and when you in- 
vest it, you are investing just so much of your life. 
What you do with your money, you are doing with 
your life. In this light it is very reasonable to say 
that the use you make of your money is an honest 
measure of your devotion. 


THIRD SPEAKER: Nearly all Christians are fully 
persuaded that God should be taken into consideration 
in the way they spend their money, but why? The 
reasons are obvious. In the first place, all that we 
are and all that we have belongs to God by right of 
creation. The Bible says, “The earth is the Lord’s 
and the fulness thereof...” Again we read, “It is He 
that hath made us . . . We are His people and the 
sheep of His pasture.” We are really God’s stewards, 
those creatures of His who have been entrusted with 
some of His property. When we say of anything, 
“This is mine,” we must recognize that God has a 
prior right of ownership. Christians have another 
reason for taking God into account when they spend 
their wealth. They belong to God by right of redemp- 
tion as well as by right of creation. The Bible says 
to the Christian, “You are bought with a price; there- 
fore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, 
which are God’s.” In the face of these clear state- 
ments there are many people, some of them claiming 
to be Christians, who say, “My life is my own, and 
I'll do with it as I please.” And there are others who 
are not willing to say these words, but who show by 
their lives that this is what they really believe. 


FOURTH SPEAKER: The ideal of Christian stew- 
ardship is that we should consider God’s will in every 
phase of life, including the use we make of our money. 
It is important that we give account to the Lord of 
the use we make of all our money. Some people give 
to the church (and generously at that) and think that 
by so doing their stewardship obligation is fulfilled. 
Surely, giving to the church is one of the best invest- 
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ments of our money we can make, but true Christian 
stewardship demands that we honor God in the use 
The Bible indicates that we should 
give a minimum of ten percent of our money for the 
service of God through the church, but we must also 
take God into account in the way we use all the rest 
It is not just the money we give to the God.) 


of all our means. 


of our money. 


lists: 


church that indicates our devotion to the Lord, but 


we show our devotion, or lack of devotion, by the way 
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LOUISVILLE SEMINARY 
APPROVES BUILDING PLANS 


LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Directors of 
Louisville Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary have approved preliminary 
building plans for the new Cherokee 
Park campus, and construction is ex- 
pected to begin next spring. The cost 
of the first phase is expected to be 
nearly $4 million, of which $1.6 mil- 
lion is yet to be raised. 


oad 


Plans call for the chapel, with a 
65-foot parabolic arch, to tower over 
other buildings, which have predomi- 
nantly horizontal lines. Also included 
in the first phase of construction will 
be an academic-administration build- 
ing, the library, a student services 
building, a men’s dormitory, a power 
plant and three buildings of apart- 
ments for married students. The chap- 
el and academic section would be sep- 
arated from the apartment buildings 
by a valley. In the valley would be a 
lake. 


The later phase of construction in- 
cludes adding four apartment build- 


Model of Louisville Seminary’s 
Cherokee Park shows chapel at left and (clockwise from 
chapel) library, student services building, dormitory for 
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ings, two wings on the dormitory, a 
row of faculty houses and a furlough 
home for missionaries. 


When the new seminary is complet- 


ed it is expected to accommodate an 
expanded enrollment of 300 students. 





SALISBURY GROUP RETURNS 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Women and 
children of Congo missionary families 
who have been in Salisbury, Southern 
Rhodesia since the July evacuation 
have returned to stations in the Kasai 
region, the Board of World Missions 
has been informed. Men of the Con- 
go Mission who have been awaiting 
visas were expected to fly to Leopold- 
ville Oct. 25, bringing 
strength on the field to 47. 


missionary 





SERVICES AT DUNN 
DUNN, N. C. — (PN) — Dr. John 
Newton Thomas of Union Theological 
Seminary in Virginia conducted a 
series of evangelistic services at 
Dunn’s First Church. 





tion building. 
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we live all of life and spend all our money. 
my dollars go—there is my heart.” 


Closing Prayer. 


THE CHURCH AI HOME 
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“Where 


(With suggestions from the young people, make two 
(1) Ways of using money which honor God, 
and (2) Ways of using money which do not honor 


PRESBYTERY OF KNOXVILLE 
MEETS; ACCEPTS ASKINGS 


SWEETWATER, Tenn. Knox- 
ville Presbytery met in its fall session 
at First Church here with the Rev. 
Herbert Laws of the First Church, 
Cleveland, serving as moderator. 


The Presbytery, which ranks first 
among all Presbyteries in the Assem- 
bly in per capita giving to budgeted 
benevolences, to all benevolences and 
to all causes, accepted the total ask- 
ings of the Assembly, Synod and Pres- 
bytery after hearing the report of 
Ruling Elder Carter Paden, steward- 
ship chairman. 


It was reported that Chattanooga’s 
new Northminster church has been or- 
ganized and that construction work is 
expected to begin soon. 


The winter meeting is scheduled 
Jan. 31 in the Little Brick church of 
Knoxville. 


The family altar would alter many 
a family. 





single men (at extreme right) and academic-administra- 
; Apartment buildings for married students 
will be located across a valley from the academic section. 
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The 241-year-old sanctuary of the John’s Island church is 
the second oldest church building in the nation. 





FIRST FOREIGNERS ENROLL 
FOR STILLMAN FALL TERM 

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — Stillman 
College has a fall enrollment of 463, 
including three foreign students — 
the first in the history of the college. 
Seventeen states are represented in 
the student body. The foreign stu- 
dents are from Ghana, the Congo and 
Panama. 


The total enrollment is slightly low- 
er than that of last fall. The differ- 
ence is due to higher standards for 
admission and limited classroom and 
dormitory space, officials explained. 


Of the 463 enrolled, 315 are return- 
ing students, 136 are freshmen and 
12 are transfers. There are 251 day 
students, 63 of whom commute from 
outside the city of Tuscaloosa. 


¥ 
4 








Stillman College’s first foreign stu- 
dents, all freshmen, are, from left: 
Herman K. Laing, Jr., from the Re- 
public of Panama; John Christian 
Sekyi of Ghana; and Andre Ku- 
muamba of the Congo. 
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VES 250th ANNIVERSARY 


Pn] 


JOHN’S ISLAND, S. C. — The 
John’s Island church, founded by ear- 
ly English, Scots and French Hugue- 
nots in about 1710, celebrated its 
250th anniversary the last weekend 
in October. 

The observance was centered in the 
241-year-old frame sanctuary, which 
is considered to be the oldest church 
building in the South and the second 
oldest in the nation. (The oldest, in 
Hingham, Mass., is 40 years older.) 

Dr. Manford George Gutzke of Co- 
lumbia Theological Seminary was prin- 
cipal speaker during the three-day 
celebration, which included a congre- 
gational dinner Saturday evening and 
a historical hour before the Sunday 
morning worship service. Dr. R. Wil- 
bur Cousar, the present pastor, was 
in charge of the services. 

Historical material presented during 
the celebration quoted the late Dr. 
Richard C. Reed, a professor of church 
history at Columbia Seminary, as say- 
ing the church is the “oldest bona 
fide Presbyterian church in South Car- 
olina.”’ 

The sanctuary, which tradition says 
was erected in 1719, is constructed 
of heart of long leaf pine. Clap boards 
are of black cypress. The church’s 
original pews with their hinged doors 
add to the colonial flavor of the 
building. 

Front doors of the sanctuary lead 
directly to the galleries, where slave 
members of the congregation wor- 
shipped. The side doors were for the 
plantation owners. 

About 100 years ago the sanctuary 
was lengthened some 20 feet. A Sun- 
day School addition was built across 
the back of the building about 30 years 
ago. Since then more educational 
space has been provided, and a manse 
has been built. 


NOVEMBER 2, 


MISSIONARY BRIEFS 

BRAZIL — In Orlando, Fla., for 
their regular furlough from the North 
Brazil Mission are the Rev. and Mrs. 
Robert M. 
daughters. 

CONGO — The birth of a daughter, 
Grace Louise has been announced by 
the Rev. and Mrs. Charles R. Oliver, 
who are in Mocksville, N. C., on fur- 
lough. 


Marvin and their two 





LAYMAN—irom p. 1! 

any Communist country — the second 
would be the inviting of all nations 
who love freedom to join in an inter- 
national organization dedicated to set- 
ting an example of honest govern- 
ment at home and international co- 
operation to preserve the rights of 
mankind. 


This ostracizing of world Commu- 
nism would be the challenge and tonic 
the world needs today. Not only 
would it bring hope and comfort to 
nations outside the Communist bloc 
but it would bring consternation to 
the leaders of Communism and under- 
mine their influence at home. 
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To this writer such a step is the 
only hope of containing the Commu- 
nist menace and the only program 
which (humanly speaking) offers any 
solution to our dilemma. 


Otherwise we feel the ultimate end 
of our present policy is national de- 
struction through encroachment from 
without and infiltration and gradual 
softening from within. 


ELECTION—from p. 6 

should be honored. His is the glory, 
as His alone it should be. Thus is 
man rendered humble; his no boast 
to make, whether preacher or convert. 





How great comfort is found in the 
truth of election. God will see to it 
that His work goes forward. God 
will fulfill His intention of good for 
His people. How they are strength- 
ened, how they are steadied when 
they truly see His plan as our text 
present it. Yes, indeed yes, the God 
of our salvation is going to achieve 
the good pleasure of His electing will. 

- ~ 7 . 


Dr. Strong is pastor of the Trinity 
Church, Montgomery, Ala. 





WANTED 


Contact with anyone desiring po- 
sition as Church D. C. E. Write 
"D.C.E.” First Presbyterian Church, 
Talladega, Alabama. 


1063 RABBIS 
RECEIVE NEW 
TESTAMENTS 


he 1,000 bi-lingual New Testaments we mailed to 

Jewish rabbis are bearing fruit. Many have written 

to express their thanks and interest. One rabbi 
has received Christ as Saviour—now wants to be 
baptized. 

in an unprecedented group action, 63 rabbis wrote 
requesting bi-lingual New Testaments, giving the 
name and address of each—thrilling proof of ine 
creasing interest of Jews in the New Testament. 

Now we have started a missionary venture to reach 
Jews of France, Switzerland and Belgium, Directed by , 
a consecrated veteran Hebrew-Christian soul-winner, 
a great opportunity is before us—again with the 
bi-lingual New Testaments as the key weapon. 

Jews prize the bi-lingual edition 
for its 2-column presentation of He- 
brew and second language side by 
side. it is far and away the best 
method of printed approach. $1.25 
will place a bi-lingual complete New 
Testament in the hands of a Jew; for 

25.00 you can reach 29 Jews, and 
thelr families. Will you help us? 


Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus, President 
Dr. Robert G. Lee, Chairman Advisory Board, 
world renowned minister and author 








INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF 
BJM JEWISH MISSIONS, INC 
Box 1756 Atlanta 1, Ga 
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Children’s Bible Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
STORIES OF THE BEGINNINGS 
6. What God Does About Sin 


DO YOU KNOW—Where man can hide from God? 

LOOK UP in the Bible: Job 28:24; Psalm 139:1, 2: Proverbs 
15:3. 

WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about where God is? 

THING TO REMEMBER: God punishes all sin. Ezekiel 18:4; 


Romans 6:23. 

GOD KNEW ADAWM’S SIN 

Genesis 2:17; 3:8. God warned Adam and Eve not to eat of 
is... 1... ce Ce ee 


God walked in the __ __ __ __ __ __ and talked with Adam 
and _.____. One day they disobeyed God and ate of the for- 
bidden tree. That evening, instead of running out to meet God, 
they __ __ __ themselves amongst the _ ___ __ __ __ of the 
garden. Because they had sinned, they were afraid. But no one 
can hide from God. 

Genesis 3:11-13. God knew what Adam had done, but He want- 
ed to give Adam a chance to confess. Instead of admitting his 
sin, Adam blamed Eve. “She gave me of the tree, and | did 
Eve put the blame on the She 
said, “He tricked me.” 


GOD PUNISHED ADAM’S SIN 

Genesis 3:14, 16, 17, 21, 23. God cursed the serpent. It must 
go on its belly and eat the _.______. God punished the woman 
by adding sickness and sorrow to her life. To punish Adam, 
God cussed the , and made it necessary for man 
to work hard to make things grow. God also sent them forth 
from the __ __ __ __ __ __ of Eden. Even though God loved 
them, He had to punish their sin. 

GOD PROMISES SALVATION FROM SIN 

Read Genesis 3:15. 


ea 


This is God's first promise of our Saviour, 
This promise says that a woman would 


have a Son — this Son means the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus 
Christ shall destroy the serpent (Satan). 

DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? 

What are the first four books of the New Testament? These 


books are called G 





(Adapted from “Stories of the Beginnings,’ Copyright 


1958 by the Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 
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THE CHILDREN’S 
JAMES” BIBLE, edited by Jay Green. 
Modern Bible Translation, Inc. Evans- 
ville, Ind. 687 pp. $6.95. 


“KING 


For those who have longed for a 
Bible easily understood by children, 
an answer has now come. The Chil- 
dren’s Bible is written in language a 
child can understand and even read 
himself, yet it retains the beauty of 
the King James version we all love 
and is faithful to the Greek through- 
out. Here is an example of careful 
scholarship plus great faith and respect 
for the Word of God. 


The first volume, comprising the 
whole New Testament, has, in addi- 
tion to the whole New Testament text 
itself, one hundred stories on the 
text, carefully faithful to the text, 
and beautifully illustrated with dozens 
of pictures. The stories are inserted 
throughout the New Testament in such 
a way as to be easily read in connec- 
tion with the particular text with 
which they are concerned. 


Today, more than ever before, there 
is a crying need for the Bible, not 
just Bible stories, to be put in the 
hands of our children, that God may 
speak to them from it. Every family 
concerned for the spiritual growth of 
its children will find this volume to 
be just such a Bible. 


Having seen the New Testament, 
now we eagerly await the complete 
Bible which the Editor plans to com- 
plete in three similar volumes. 


—Rev. Jack Scott 
Springfield, Ky. 





AFTER THE STORM THE RE- 
STORING FIRE, by J. Walter Rich. 
Christopher Publishing House, Boston, 
Massachusetts. 254 pp. $3.00. 


Dr. Rich discusses conditions before, 
during and after the great flood and 
shows that conditions today are similar 
to those in Noah’s day. The present 
world is ripening for destruction which 
will come in the form of fire that will 
destroy the wicked and restore the 
earth to God’s original paradise. He 
presents as facts some interesting the- 
ories about the nature of the world 
before the flood. He indicates that 


Predestination: In 


STEPS TO SALVATION, by John 
H. Gerstner, Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia. 192 pp. $3.95. 


The Professor of Church History 
and Government at Pittsburgh-Xenia 
Seminary here presents a systematic 
analysis of how America’s greatest 
philosophical theologian, Jonathan 
Edwards, viewed the conversion ex- 
perience and the steps leading to it. 

Gerstner calls Edward’s theology 
(“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry 
God’’), “scare theology.” He justifies 
this interpretation in these words: 
“(For Edwards) hell is about all of 
spiritual reality that can affect an 
unconverted man.” 


The book is based on the New Eng- 
lander’s sermon manuscripts and prob- 
ably should be classified as an inter- 
pretation rather than an exposition. 
Edwards himself never systematized 
the steps in conversion. Dr. Gerstner 
has taken advantage of this fact to 
present the Puritan  theologian’s 
thoughts in a manner more easily 
grasped than the original. 


Most suggestive for a day in which 
Predestination has been under heavy 





Edwards’ Sermons 


attack is the way Dr. Gerstner relates 
Edwards’ high Calvinism to his evan- 
gelistic zeal. Actually this is the 
theme of the entire book. 


“Predestination preachers have usu- 
ally been evangelistic preachers,” the 
author points out. As Edwards in- 
sisted, the fixity of the divine decrees 
in no way altered the responsibility 
of man. 


The reasoning is relatively simple 
in its profundity. God, who is abso- 
lutely sovereign, is gracious in His 
sovereignty. The greatest sinner 
among men may be saved if God 
pleases. And men will be saved when 
they come to recognize, in an aware- 
ness of their awful need, that God 
alone can save them, if He pleases. 
When men seek the Lord, it is a sign 
that He pleases. Men are therefore 
encouraged to seek Him. The eall 
to decision is efficacious because it 
is the call of God to begin with: His 
Word, in the mouth of His servant. 


Here is hard doctrine, but spirit- 
satisfying strong meat. 


—G. Aiken Taylor 





he believes that the restoring fire to 
come upon the wicked world will be 
the hell of the Bible and that the 
wicked will be consumed in the fire, 
and sin and wickedness will be done 
away with in a limited space of time. 
Not only does this earth become hell 
for the wicked but after the restoring 
fire it is also heaven. 


—Rev. Robert G. Valentine 
Shreveport, La. 





BOOK BRIEFS 


THE PSYCHOLOGY OF COUNSELLING, 
by Clyde M. Narramone, Zondervan Publ. 
Co., Grand Rapids. 303 pp. $3.95. A 
comprehensive treatment of professional 
techniques in counselling with case studies 
and suggested steps. The approach is gen- 
erally within the psychiatric reference from 
an evangelical Christian point of view. 
The author discusses counselling techniques 
and processes including the problem of 
referral to specialists, from the standpoint 
of one who recognizes that an experience 
of Jesus Christ is fundamental to the so- 
lution of life’s problems. 


WHEN THOU PRAYEST, by Earl Mas- 
sey. The Warner Press, Anderson, Ind. 
(Paper) 64 pp. $.75. Here is an interpreta- 
tion of Christian prayer according to the 
teachings of Jesus. The book includes a 


discussion of conflicts in prayer, of condi- 
tions of blessing from prayer and of ex- 
periences in 
reading. 


prayer. Good devotional 
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TOMORROW’S CHURCH, TOMOR.- 
ROW’S WORLD, by E. T. Thompson. 
John Knox Press, Richmond. (Paper) 
128 pp. $1.50. 


This is one of the three study books 
especially prepared for use by the 
Church during its Centennial year 
(1961), the other two being BASIC 
BELIEFS OF THE REFORMED 
FAITH, by Felix B. Gear, and THIS 
PLOT IN GOD’S VINEYARD, by T. 
Watson Street. 


The book is a sort of look into the 
future, predicting what lies ahead for 
the Church on the basis of its varied 
interests and activities today. The 
author is aware of the inharmonious 
testimony of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. He quotes L. Nelson Bell on 
evangelism and C. Darby Fulton on 
Missions, as well as others of radical 
persuasion. As he writes of the work 
of boards, agencies and committees, 
he generally says: “(In this or that 
concern) some see it this way, others 
see it that way. Areas of fresh need 
will arise and into each area we can 
be expected to enter when the time 
is ripe. We face the future with con- 
fidence and with hope.” 


—G. Aiken Taylor 
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MINISTERS 


Alton H. Glasure, First Church, St. 
Petersburg, Fla., has resigned his 
pastorate in order to join the de- 
velopment staff of the Florida Pres- 
byterian College, as coordinator of 
the college’s fund-raising campaign. 


Ray Hanson, from Pineville, Ky., 
to the Mount Hope church, Mount 
Hope, W. Va. 

Zeb N. Holler, Jr., from Orange 
Presbytery to the Williams Memorial 
church (ARP), Anderson, S. C. 
James P. Carse, from Chapel Hill, 
N. C., to the Connecticut Valley 
Presbytery (UPUSA) where he will 
become Director of the University 
Christian Fellowship at Storrs, 
Conn. 


Hardin A. King, from Burlington, 
N. C., to the Williamston, S. C., 
church. 


E. C. Scott, from Montgomery, Ala., 
where he has been serving as Tem- 
porary Supply of the First Church, 
to his home in Atlanta, Ga. 

Massey M. Heltzel, Richmond, Va., 
has accepted a call to the Govern- 
ment Street church, Mobile, Ala. 
Herbert H. Culler, from Jefferson, 
N. C., to the Westview church, Mor- 
ganton, N. C. 

R. E. McKee, from Irving, Tex., to 
Chapel Hill, N. C. 

W. R. Jarvis, from Palestine, Tex., 
to the First Church, Overton, Tex. 


James B. Van Vleck, from Corpus 
Christi, Tex., to the Georgetown, 
Tex., and Leander churches. 
William O. Rhoad, McDowell, Va., to 
the Cedar Cliff, Cedar Creek and Mt. 
Hope churches, Winchester, Va. 


J. A. McIntyre, from Fayetteville, 
N. C., to Laurens, S. C., the Friend- 
ship church. 


Wm. S. Porter, from Wauchula, 
Fla., to the Bethel church, Clear- 
water, Fla. 

Charley B. Robinson, from Fulton, 
Mo., to Paragould, Ark. 

R. J. White, from Quitman, Ga., to 
Covington, Ga. 

Carroll R. Stegall, Friendship church, 
Black Mountain, N. C., has been re- 





tired by Asheville Presbytery, effective 
Jan. 23. 





DEATHS 
C. P. Rigler, (H.R.), died in Phila- 
delphia, Miss., Aug. 8, 1960. 


Robert D. Daffin, Jr., died in Pan- 
ama City, Fla., Oct. 10, at 79. 





LETTERS 
SALVATION’S STORY 


Having been a liberal Christian un- 
til a year ago, I can speak from ex- 
perience on what little comfort the 
liberal thinking has to offer a brok- 
en heart. Pride in so-called superior 
intellectualism is well for those who 
are rich and successful, but dwindles 
to nothing when we face the storms 
of life. No wonder so many of our 
own people are turning to liquor or 
tranquilizers seeking peace. What 
comfort is it to a person seeing a 
loved one die, to be told that heaven 
is a state of mind, or that our loved 
ones will live on eternally because we 
will be thinking of them? 


I would like to share with you a 
wonderful experience in which the 
Lord let me witness. Last summer 
by a very roundabout way He led me 
to a neighboring house to talk to an 
18-year old girl whose baby daughter 
had been born prematurely and was 
not holding onto life very well. Shar- 
on had married a Jewish boy when 
she was 15. As a child she had at- 
tended a Presbyterian Church, but 
now she went nowhere. 


A friend and I went to see the girl. 
My friend told Sharon God’s plan 
for our salvation — how He gave His 
only begotten Son to die that we might 
have eternal life. She told her that 
all His blessings were ours if we but 
accept Christ as our Saviour. We 
both reminded her of the wonderful 
promises of God in the Bible, assuring 
her that we believed them and gained 
joy for them. 


Sharon confessed that she had not 
even felt worthy to pray for her child 
because she had turned her back on 
God. My friend told her that the 
Holy Spirit had already touched her 
heart because she was aware of her sin 
and unworthiness. We told her that 
when she accepted Christ in her heart 
all her sins would be forgiven and she 
would be born anew. My friend told 
her that we would all pray that the 
Holy Spirit would enter her heart and 
then we would pray that her baby’s 
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life would be spared if it was God’s 
will. We cautioned her that she should 
not bargain with God and that if it 
was in His will for the baby to die, she 
should accept it. We told her that 
even if the child should live but a 
short while on this earth, she had al- 
ready been instrumental in bringing 
her mother eternal life. 


We bowed our heads in prayer. 
When Sharon lowered her head she 
was a pathetic sight with the fear, 
loneliness and heartache written all 
ever her face. But when she lifted 
up her head from prayer it was the 
most beautiful thing I have ever seen 
or hope to see again. Her face was 
radiant with joy, and she looked and 
acted as if a tremendous burden had 
been lifted from her. I know the 
angels in heaven were singing for joy 
as we here on earth were filled with 
the spirit too. 


A few minutes later she received 
the news that the child had died at 
the very time we had been in prayer. 
We were fearful that her newly found 
faith would waver, but it didn’t. She 
cried for her baby, but rejoiced in the 
fact that she knew she was safe with 
Jesus and she wanted to tell everyone 
the good news. 


Then another miracle happened. She 
turned to her husband and asked if 
he wanted a rabbi or a preacher to 
bury the child, and he said the child 
could have a Christian burial . 


My friend and I are grateful for the 
lessons that God taught us that day 
when He chose us to lead a young 
girl to Christ. 


1. That souls can be saved by ordi- 
nary housewives in a neighbor’s 
home, if they are willing to be 
used by Christ. 


bo 


That you do not necessarily 
have to be able to read the Bi- 
ble in Greek or in Hebrew or 
to even have commentaries and 
guides to understand and get in- 
spiration from the Bible. What 
you do need is a believing mind 
and a searching heart. 


3 That the Word of God is suf- 
ficient in itself to save people. 
Sharon could not have been in- 
fluenced in any way by the 
lives we lead because she had 
never met either one of us be- 
fore. 


—Miami, Fla. 
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